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Carpinteria Unified School Distriet’s Response to the Grand Jury Report, “Where is the Truancy
Program in Santa Barbara County?”

"Where is the Truancy Program in Santa Barbara County?”

Finding 1

The only fruancy programs in wse (oday in the County of Sunta Bavbara are those independently developed and
meanaged by Individuad school disiricts.

Response
CUSD agrees with the finding.
Kecommendation la

That the Sanra Barbora Coungy Idstvict Attorney immediotely veinstare the initiad letier portion of the prior
truancy program for all secondory schoaols until @ new program is developed.

Response

CUSD agrees with this recommendation; however, absent the “teeth™ of the SARDB process, a lefter only will
not, long-term, reduce truancy.

Recommendation 1h

That the Senta Bavbara County OGffice of the District Antorney report the results guarterly of the rruancy
infervention letfers dota, 1o the Santa Borbara County Education Gffice and oll Sania Barbara County school
districis.

Hesponge

CUSD agrees with this recommendation as a way of centrally monitoring fruancy-totals county-wide.

Recommendation fe

That the Sania Borbava County Educotion Office in partnership with the Santa Barbara Couriy Office of the
District Attovney, Santa Bavbara County elemeniary, secondary, and wrified school districts, immediately
develop ¢ countywide program 1o reduce truancy, by reinstating the School Attendance Review Boards.
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Hesponse

CUSD agrees with this recommendation onfy fo the extens that districts incur no undue financial burden.
“tmmediately” would have to follow extended discussions/negotiations between the District Attorney’s office,
Santa Barbara County Education Office and client districts on how a new SARB would function and, equally,
important, how it would be funded. Moreover, those discussions/negotiations would have to vield, minimally,
memeranda of understanding for anv new program that takes effect.

Recommendation 1d

That the Santa Barbara County Office of the District Attorney, working with the Santa Borbora County
Education Office, and the Santa Barbara County school districts, implement truancy enforcement countvwide
Jor all Santa Barbora Cownty schools,

Response

“Enforcement” assumes creation of a new program. See response to Recommendation 1o above.

Finding 2

There curremtly is no avaitable fedeval or state funding for truancy progroms.

Response

CUSD agrees with this finding.

Recommendation Zb

That each Santa Barbara Counly school district provide in ity budget w propoviional share, based on the
number of students, 1o the Santa Barbara County Office of the District Attorney o assist in funding on
enforceable truancy program for all Sania Barbora County schools.

Response

CUSD disagrees with this recommendation because it (1) seis no funding lmits (only that a proportional share
is budgeted}). and (2} assumes school districts have the funds to support an enforceable program. In the last two
vears alone, CUSD has suffered budget reductions totaling over $1.7M.
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M{hx?im eiffentation of tiis recomimendation will not be implemented because it is not reasonable.
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