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The Honorable Rodney S. Melville
Superior Court

312-M East Cook Street

Santa Maria, CA 93454

Re:  Response to Grand Jury Report on Law, Justice and Public Safety: Selected
Community Challenges

Dear Judge Melville:

Please consider the following my Penal Code Section 933.05 response to the above
Grand Jury Report.

Finding # 4:

Agree. California Civil Code Section 1714.1 does provide for civil liability of parents for
minor’s acts of willful misconduct resulting in death, personal injury or property damage.
California Civil Code Section 1714.3 sets forth additional liability of parents or guardian or
minors who cause injury to persons or property by the discharge of a firearm.

Recommendation # 4:

This recommendation requires further analysis. While the District Attorney agrees in
principal that education and information along with early intervention can play a major role in
mitigating gang and other juvenile criminal activity, the District Attorney has no existing
program that interfaces with elementary school level students and their parents. If this
Recommendation is intended to require that the District Attorney proactively inform ALL
parents or guardians of minors in the county that under the provisions of the California Civil
Code they are liable for the misconduct of their children there is no existing mechanism to
accomplish that.

Currently the District Attorney Truancy Intervention and Parent Accountability Programs
in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria and Lompoc do advise parents and guardians of their legal
responsibilities as they relate to truancy. Additionally at one of the steps in the Truancy Program
the parents are given a booklet titled “Minors and the Law.” This booklet has a section titled
“Parental Authority and Duty,” in which parents are advised that they must exercise proper
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supervision and control over his/her child, that they can be held liable for the acts of their
children, and may be criminally prosecuted if they encourage their children to break the law.
These booklets do not specifically refer to the California Civil Code Sections in
Recommendation # 4; however, the Sections could be added once the booklets are updated and
reprinted. These students are generally junior and senior high school age students.

Parents and Guardians of minors who come before the juvenile court because of criminal
conduct are advised of their financial legal obligations regarding the out-of-home placement of
the minor, should that be ordered by the court, among other things. The petition or charging
document that includes the notices is a form created by the Judicial Council of the State of
California. It does not include any reference to Civil Code Sections 1714.1 or 1714.3. The
minors in juvenile court range in age from 12 to 18 years old.

When a minor is declared to be a ward in juvenile court under Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 602(a) he or she and the parent or guardian may be held responsible for restitution
to the victims of their criminal conduct. Numerous sections of the Welfare and Institutions Code
provide for restitution, restitution fines, and for the liability of the parents or guardians for the
restitution.

Sincerely,

CHRISTIE STANLEY
District Attorney
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